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DISASTER MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE OF SOUTHERN AFRICA (DMISA)  
DISASTER RISK REDUCTION CONFERENCE 2026 

21-22 October 2026 

Venue: City of Tshwane, Gauteng Province, South Africa 

 
CALL FOR PAPERS 

 
THEME: “RESILIENCE STARTS WITH US – BUILDING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES 

AND ADVANCING THE SDGS FOR A SAFER FUTURE” 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Annual DMISA Conference is the largest annual Disaster Management Conference in Africa. The 

conference provides opportunity for a diverse range of stakeholders in disaster management from across 

Southern Africa and the world to gather and share skills, knowledge and experience in order to promote 

disaster risk reduction in Southern Africa and beyond. 

DMISA is the non-profit professional association for Disaster Management in Southern Africa and the SAQA 

recognised professional body for Disaster Management in South Africa. 

The Disaster Management Institute of Southern Africa (DMISA) invites practitioners, researchers, 

policymakers, and civil society leaders to submit papers for presentation at the 2026 Disaster Risk Reduction 

Conference (DRRC). This year’s conference focuses on collective responsibility for resilience and sustainable 

development, as well as teamwork in disaster risk and response management, working towards prepared 

homes, resilient communities and sustainable futures. 

Disaster Risk Reduction 2026 will provide opportunity for considering past and future manifestations of 

disaster risk in Southern Africa and internationally, and to build enlightened consensus towards active 

disaster risk reduction, resilience and risk governance in both urban and rural settings.  

In step with the multidisciplinary and cross-sectoral nature of disaster risk reduction and resilience building, 

there are of course many specific topics that could be covered under the “Resilience Starts With Us” banner, 

and DMISA would like to encourage innovate and forward-looking discourse that activates and encourages 

on a practical level. 

Conference Objectives 

1. Showcase proven local DRR models from municipalities, wards, and community structures across SADC.  

2. Strengthen capacity for integrated risk assessment, early warning, and recovery planning at local level. 

3. Mobilize finance, data, and partnerships to scale local action. 

4. Influence policy and practice to devolve more resources and decision-making to the frontline. 
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Please visit our DMISA Website for more information on the Conference:  www.disaster.co.za 

INVITATION TO SUBMIT ABSTRACTS 

Interested persons are invited to submit abstracts of proposed papers to the Conference Coordinating 

Committee for consideration for inclusion in the conference programme. 

Speakers could touch on some of the following topics in their papers: 

Touchpoint 1: International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR) 2026: “Resilience Starts at Home” and 

Sustainable Development Goal 11 (Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and 

sustainable) 

Sub-themes: 

• Disaster Risk Reduction- a shared responsibility of Governments, the private sector and Households: 

• Enforcing risk-sensitive land-use and building regulations 

• Involving communities and households in disaster risk reduction 

• Underserved planning processes, risk reduction measures and building regulation in informal 

settlements 

• The ways homes are planned, built, financed and maintained determine whether risk is reduced or 

created. 

• Accessible and understandable Early Warning Systems. 

Touchpoint 2: UN-Habitat World Urban Forum WUF13 “Housing the world: Safe and resilient cities and 

communities” - The urgent need to address the global housing crisis and position housing as a driver of 

inclusive, resilient and sustainable urban development. 

Key Focus Areas 

1. The Global Housing Crisis: What is the Plan? 

2. Transforming Informal Settlements and Slums 

3. Housing at the Centre of Crisis Recovery and Reconstruction 

4. The Climate-Housing Nexus 

5. The Social and Economic Power of Housing 

6. A New Deal for Housing Finance 

Other proposed topical areas: 

1. Localizing the Sendai Framework - Ward-based risk profiling, municipal DRR plans, traditional 

leadership in DRR, community early warning. 

2. Restore to Build Back Better  - Post-disaster needs assessment, resilient housing and infrastructure, 

livelihood restoration, psychosocial support. 

3. Ready for Tomorrow: Anticipatory Action & Early Warning - Climate forecasting at local level, last-

mile communication, preparedness drills, school and hospital safety. 

4. Financing and Capacity at the Frontline  - Municipal DRR budgeting, grant access for local actors, 

training of disaster practitioners, volunteer management. 

5. Data, Innovation and Local Knowledge - GIS and risk maps for wards, citizen science, integrating 

indigenous knowledge, tech for remote areas. 
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6. Investing in Resilience: Strengthening Local Action for Sustainable Disaster Risk Reduction - This 

theme emphasises the importance of investing in disaster risk reduction before disasters occur. It 

highlights the critical role of municipalities, communities, government, academia, and the private 

sector in building resilience through proactive planning, risk-informed development, and sustainable 

investment. The theme supports the Sendai Framework's call to reduce disaster risk through 

prevention, preparedness, and resilience-building. 

7. From Risk to Resilience: Advancing Innovation, Partnerships and Preparedness - The increasing 

frequency and complexity of disasters require innovative solutions and stronger collaboration across 

sectors. This theme encourages the use of technology, research, early warning systems, and multi-

stakeholder partnerships to improve preparedness and disaster risk governance. It provides an 

opportunity to showcase best practices and emerging solutions that strengthen resilience at all 

levels. 

8. Building Resilient Communities: Integrating Disaster Risk Reduction into Sustainable Development - 

Disaster risk reduction is fundamental to achieving sustainable development. This theme promotes 

the integration of disaster risk considerations into planning, infrastructure development, climate 

adaptation, and service delivery. It recognises that resilient communities are created through 

inclusive governance, informed decision-making, and investment in long-term risk reduction 

measures. 

9. Resilient Futures: Strengthening Disaster Risk Governance in a Changing Climate - Climate change is 

increasing the frequency and severity of disasters, making effective governance more important 

than ever. This theme focuses on strengthening institutions, policies, legislation, and leadership to 

manage evolving risks. It encourages dialogue on adaptive governance, resilience financing, and 

collaborative approaches that enable governments and communities to anticipate, withstand, and 

recover from disasters more effectively. 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR ABSTRACT 

Abstracts of no more than 300 words, should be submitted electronically in English to the Conference 
Coordinating Committee care of The Administrator at abstracts@disaster.co.za.    

Abstracts should clearly state the purpose, results and conclusions of the work to be described in the final paper. 
Include author name(s), affiliation, contact details, and a short biographical note (max 100 words). Format: Word 
document, font size 12 Arial. 

Last day for submission of abstract: 27 August 2026 

Final notice of approval of abstracts: 10 September 2026 

Deadline for submission of papers: Friday 9 October 2026 

 

Join us as we reflect, connect, and innovate toward a more resilient Southern Africa. 

Please visit our website for more information on the conference. 

 

 

http://www.disaster.co.za/
http://www.disaster.co.za/
mailto:abstracts@disaster.co.za
http://www.disaster.co.za/

